
 

British Pensions in Australia Inc. 
ABN 42 186 383 389 

Minutes of the 2023 Annual General Meeting 

HELD ON TUESDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER 2023 AT 6 pm AEDT via ZOOM 

Attending: Committee members: Patrick Edwards (President), Brian Owles (Treasurer), 
Tony Walsh (Minutes Secretary), Jonathan Hobbs, Jeff Gunningham, and Colin 
Bloodworth (CB). 

There were 14 other members present. 

Apologies: There were no apologies. 

Opening: The meeting opened at 6 pm and it was agreed that the proceedings would be 
recorded. 

Minutes of 
2022 AGM: 

It was proposed that the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 6th 
December 2022 were approved. 

Proposed by Tony Walsh Seconded by Jeff Gunningham. Approved unanimously. 

Matters 
arising: 

There were no matters arising. 

President’s 
Report: 

I want to start by thanking my fellow committee members for their commitment 
to BPiA over the past year. Their support and their counsel has been inspiring. 

I want also like to commend those volunteers who have been working quietly 
and efficiently to ensure the administration of BPiA continues to operate 
smoothly. Their willingness to give up their time and to share their expertise 
means that we have the resources to campaign loudly on your behalf. 

Of course, we can always do with more help. If you have a skill that could be of 
use to our campaign, please don’t be shy in coming forward. 

BPiA is now a charity. By itself, this change in status does not make a big 
difference. We plan to obtain a ruling from the tax office that removes any 
doubts that donations and subscriptions are tax deductible. Explaining what 
BPiA does is made easier when we say we are a charity and it gives us a more 
sympathetic hearing. 

Our Drop-In session in Canberra was a great success. We now have several 
Australian MPs willing to support our campaign. Importantly, we have a Minister 
of Social Services, in Amanda Rishworth, who is willing to press the UK 
government on behalf of the Australians affected by the British Government’s 
cruel frozen pensions policy. 

Senator David Pocock has recently written to the British High Commissioner 
asking for an explanation as to why the State Pension is selectively indexed. Her 
response will be interesting. 

Two weeks ago, I had a very useful conversation with Baroness Bennett of Manor 
Castle. She is a member of the House of Lords and an active member of the All-
Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on Frozen Pensions in the UK. Interestingly, 
Baroness Bennett was born in and grew up in Eastwood, a suburb of Sydney and 
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thus has a keen interest in how the British Government’s frozen pensions policy 
is affecting Australians. 

Next year there will be a general election in the UK. The likely result will be a 
change in Government. The outcome will probably be a lot closer than what the 
opinion polls are currently suggesting. Nevertheless, we are modifying our 
tactics for the eventuality of a Labour win. 

For example, you may have noticed that we have been placing articles in the 
Express, the Mail and the Telegraph. This has been deliberate because these 
papers are read by Conservative Government Ministers and their staff in the UK. 
You should be seeing over the next few months, more articles about frozen 
pensions in the Mirror and the Guardian. You should be aware that these 
newspapers are more sympathetic to and thus read by Labour politicians and 
their staff. 

The print media is not as influential as it used to be. I know that many people 
affected by the British Government’s frozen pensions policy have been active on 
social media such as Facebook and X (previously Twitter). BPiA is also active on 
social media. 

However, it is worthwhile making the point that campaigning solely on social 
media is not sufficient. It is only through a coordinated and comprehensive 
programme of campaigning and lobbying in the UK that we will produce the 
result we are after. 

All politicians, of all political persuasions, in Australia and in the UK and 
elsewhere, are being lobbied by dozens if not hundreds of campaigns competing 
for their attention. Many of these campaigns are well financed and resourced. I 
want to assure you that BPiA will be relentless. We will be noisy. We will use all 
the resources available to us to end the arbitrary and unethical frozen pensions 
policy. 

It was proposed that the President’s report be accepted. 

Proposed by Garry Gordon and seconded by Jonathan Hobbs. Agreed 
unanimously. 

Treasurer’s 
Report: 

The Treasurer advised members that the Financial Statements as presented in 
the Annual Report for year ended 30 June 2023 have been posted on the web 
site. 

He said that the financial position is reasonably stable with funds in hand of 
around $15,000.  There was a deficit of $7,200 for the year because our income 
from membership was not at the level expected. We have taken steps to rectify 
this as mentioned below. 

Membership Subscriptions at $76,700 were slightly less than the previous year 
despite our efforts to increase the number of members. We have now increased 
our members annual subscription for the first time ever with the annual fee now 
$30 per head ($45 for Family membership). 

Our major expense is the monthly financing of ICBP which is our partnership 
with our Canadian cousins, CABP,  who are fighting a similar battle to rectify the 
unfair treatment of British State Pensioners who live outside UK.  We contribute 
a monthly amount (annual cost $57,000) which together with a similar sum from 
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CABP finances the campaigning that takes place in Westminster via the political 
lobbying organisation, Tendo Consulting. 

We keep a tight control over our administrative costs here in Australia and rely 
heavily on our dedicated volunteers who carry out the administrative tasks.  We 
no longer have office rental costs, and our activities are mainly through the 
digital system with electronic communications.  However, there is one cost area 
with printing and postage costs that are necessary to publicise and attempt to 
get our case in front of politicians here in Australia. 

Our budget for the coming year assumes an increase in our income of around 
$10,000 as a result of the increase in member fees and subscriptions. 

Costs will be carefully managed to keep the organisation’s head above water. 
The major cost areas will once again be the monthly contributions to the costs of 
Tendo for action in Westminster and the communication costs associated with 
trying to persuade the politicians in Canberra to assist with our cause.  

We appreciate the support of our members and we encourage you to donate 
funds when you renew your membership.  We thank members for their support 
and our income for the first 2 months is better than last year and almost in line 
with our budget and costs are continually being carefully managed. 

The Treasurer then spoke to the Financial Statement. He said that they are not 
audited because both he and the President are qualified accountants and they 
are simple on a cash in cash out basis. 

BPiA Financial Summary 

 Budget 
2023/24 

Actual 
2022/23 

 $’000 $’000 
Membership Income 87.0 76.7 
Expenditure   
Bank Fees 1.2 1.0 
Communications (postage) 4.8 4.6 
Insurance 4.2 3.8 
Marketing 4.0 2.5 
Office supplies  5.0 4.6 
Printing 9.0 9.6 
Telephone 1.1 0.9 
ICBP 57.6 57.0 
Total Costs 86.9 84.0 

The President proposed that the Treasurer’s report be adopted. Seconded by 
Phil Summerfield. Agreed unanimously. 

Election of 
Committee: 

The President reported that valid nominations had been received for himself, 
Colin Bloodworth, Garry Gordon, Jeff Gunningham, Jonathan Hobbs, Brian 
Owles and Tony Walsh. 

Stuart Coleman is unable to stand this year due to other commitments. The 
President thanked him for the work he had done editing Fair Play. 

There being no other nominations and as there were seven vacancies on the 
committee, the President declared the seven nominated people duly elected.  
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Any other 
business: 

QUESTION from member Paul Swain: 

He asked whether membership subscriptions were tax deductable. 

ANSWER from the President 

The President responded by saying that he is in touch with the ATO to  clarify the 
situation.   

Closing There being no other business the meeting closed at 6.25pm  
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