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British Pensions in Australia Inc. 

ABN 42 186 383 389 

Minutes of the 2024 Annual General Meeting 

Held on Monday 16TH September 2024 at 6 pm AEST via ZOOM 

Attending: Committee members: Patrick Edwards (President), Gary Gordon, Jonathan 
Hobbs, Brian Owles, Tony Walsh (Vice President and Minutes Secretary) 

Phil Summerfield. 

Apologies: There was an apology from Alden Fitzgerald (Treasurer) 

Opening: The meeting opened at 6 pm and it was agreed that the proceedings would be 
recorded. 

Minutes of 
2023 AGM: 

The minutes of the AGM held on the 6th September 2023 were approved. 

Proposed by Patrick Edwards. Seconded by Tony Walsh. Approved unanimously. 

Matters 
arising: 

There were no matters arising. 

President’s 
Report: 

“I want to start by thanking my fellow committee members for their commitment 
to BPiA over the past year. Their support and their counsel have been inspiring. 

I want also like to commend those volunteers who have been working quietly and 
efficiently to ensure the administration of BPiA continues to operate smoothly. 
Their willingness to give up their time and to share their expertise means that we 
have the resources to campaign loudly on your behalf. 

Of course, we can always do with more help. If you have a skill that could be of 
use to our campaign, please don’t be shy in coming forward. 

The Annual Report includes the report of our activities last financial year under the 
heading “Activities during the year ended 30th June 2024”. Since 30th June 2024, a 
new Government has been elected in the UK. Despite promises to turn the page 
on past injustices, the Starmer Government continues to churn out the same lame 
excuses as to why it has no plans to uprate state pensions paid to Australians and 
to pensioners living in other countries where state pensions are frozen. Our 
primary task is to educate the over 300 MPs who have been elected to Parliament 
in July 2024 for the first time. We have been unable to do this until now because it 
only now that these new MPs have been able to find offices and hire staff. We plan 
to hold drop-in sessions early in the New Year, following the success we had with 
them last year. In the meanwhile, we encourage members to write to their 
constituency MP in the UK. We have templates for the wording of suitable letters.”  

It was proposed that the President’s report be accepted. 

Proposed by Garry Gordon. Seconded by Jonathan Hobbs. Agreed unanimously 
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Financial  

Statement 

The President noted the Financial Statements are included in the Association’s 
Annual Report. 

It was proposed that the Financial Statement be accepted. 

Proposed by Patrick Edwards. Seconded by Brian Owles. Approved unanimously 

Treasurer’s 
Report: 

The Treasurer’s report was presented by Patrick Edwards in the absence of Alden 
Fitzgerald.  

The Association’s financial position is satisfactory. The decision to increase 
membership fees from 1st July 2022 has been accepted by members and this has 
helped us weather the current inflation that is increasing our operating costs. 
Membership numbers remain static as the number of new members is offset by 
mortality. 

The increase in membership fees has resulted in an increase in membership 
income compared to the previous year as many renewals in July and August 2023 
were made at the old membership rates. We have kept a tight control on expenses 
which are running at the same level as in the previous year. This has eliminated 
the loss we incurred in 2022/23.  

It was proposed that the Treasurer’s report be accepted. 

Proposed by Patrick Edwards. Seconded by Jonathan Hobbs. Approved 
unanimously 

Election of 
Committee: 

The President reported that valid nominations had been received for existing 
committee members himself, Alden Fitzgerald, Garry Gordon, Jonathan Hobbs, 
Brian Owles and Tony Walsh. 

As there were seven vacancies on the committee the President declared the six 
nominated people elected.  

Any other 
business: 

There was no other business.   

 

Closing There being no other business the meeting closed at 6.25pm  
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