
 

AUSTRALIAN MPs WHO HAVE ADDED THEIR NAME TO 
THE OPEN LETTER 

 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Name Party Constituency 
Kate Chaney MP Independent Curtin 
Pat Conroy MP Labor Shortland 
Julian Leeser MP Liberal Berowra 
Alison Penfold MP Nationals Lyne 
Henry Pike MP LNP Bowman 
Matt Smith MP Labor Leichhardt 
Zali Steggall OAM MP Independent Warringah 
Andrew Wallace MP LNP Fisher 
Andrew Wilkie MP Independent Clark 
Rick Wilson MP Liberal O’Connor 

Anthony Albanese MP – Note that I did not write to Mr Albanese because, as Prime Minister, he will 
not add his name to an open letter, but I am sure he will welcome representations from his 
constituents. 

Sam Birrell MP (Nationals, Nicholls) is reviewing the matter (25th August 2026). 

Dr Jim Chalmers MP (Labor, Rankin): the matter has been referred to the Treasurer’s ministerial team 
foe processing as appropriate. 

Dr Mike Felander MP (Labor, McArthur) has provided a standard reply which doesn’t say he will or he 
won’t (we take that as “no”). 

Steve Georganas MP (Labor, Adelaide) is considering my message, and a response should be provided 
in due course (17th August 2026) 

Kristy McBain MP (Labor, Eden-Monaro) has provided a standard reply which doesn’t say she will or 
she won’t (we take that as “no”). 

Ted O’Brien MP (LNP, Fairfax) appreciates our bringing the matter to his attention and will consider 
our request in the context of the broader policy and diplomatic considerations involved (11th 
September 2026) 

Tanya Plibersek MP – Note that I did not write to Ms Plibersek because, given her responsibilities, she 
will not add her name to an open letter, but I am sure she will welcome representations from her 
constituents. 

Dr Sophie Scamps MP (Independent, Mackellar) – her staff will raise the issue of the open letter with 
her (9th September 2026). 

Rebekha Sharkie MP (Independent, Mayo) has raised the issue with the Minister for Social Services and 
“has expressed support for a resolution through appropriate diplomatic and policy channels”, which I 
take as a no. 

Anika Wells MP (Labor, Lilley) has provided a standard reply which doesn’t say she will or she won’t 
(we take that as “no”). 

Terry Young MP (LNP, Longman) – his staff will bring the issue to his attention. His staff notes it is an 
issue that members of the Coalition have raised previously (21st August 2026). 

  



 

THE SENATE 
Name Party State or Territory 
Senator Carol Brown Labor Tasmania 
Senator Richard Colbeck Liberal Tasmania 
Senator David Pocock Independent ACT 
Senator Malcolm Roberts One Nation Queensland 

Senator Dorinda Cox (Labor, Western Australia) has said no, “not on this occasion”. 

Senator Lisa Darmanin (Labor, Victoria) has provided a standard reply which doesn’t say she will or 
she won’t (we take that as “no”). 

Senator Dr Mehreen Fauqi (Greens, NSW) has said she has shared our message with the appropriate 
Greens policy advisor. 

Senator Katy Gallagher (Labor, ACT) has passed our message to the Minister for Social Services. 

Senator Hodgins-May (Greens, Victoria) has referred us to Senator David Showbridge. 

Senator Jane Hume (Liberal, Victoria) says she does not sign external advocacy letters. 

Senator Jacqui Lambie (Independent, Tasmanis) does not consent to adding her name to the Open 
Letter. 

Senator Barbara Pocock (Greens, South Australia) has referred the matter to Senator Nick McKim. 

Senator Murray Watt (Labor, Queensland) has provided a standard reply which doesn’t say he will or 
he won’t (we take that as “no”). 

Senator Ellie Whiteaker (Labor, Western Australia) is not able to sign a letter of support. 

Senator Penny Wong – Note that I did not write to Senator Wong because, given her responsibilities, 
she will not add her name to an open letter, but I am sure she will welcome representations from her 
constituents. 
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