
[Your Name] 
[Your Address] 

[Suburb NSW Postcode] 
[Email] | [Phone] 

 

[Date] 

 

The Hon./Mr/Ms [MLA Name] MP 
Member for [Electorate] 
[Electorate Office Address] 
 

Dear [Mr/Ms/Dr] [Surname], 

I am a constituent of [Electorate]. I want you to support the restoration of permanent, recurrent NSW 
Government funding for Justice Connect's Not-for-profit Law programme. 

Justice Connect's not-for-profit law service is Australia's only nationally available free legal service dedicated 
to community organisations, charities and social enterprises. For several years Justice Connect received NSW 
Government funding to deliver free legal advice, training and self-help resources to small and medium-sized, 
often volunteer-run, community organisations across the state. 

In October 2022, the NSW Government stopped funding this work when a one-off grant under the Social 
Sector Transformation Fund expired. Without ongoing government support, Justice Connect was forced to 
scale back its NSW services, and by November 2023 it had no choice but to cut off its NSW advice service 
completely and remove its tailored NSW legal resources from its website. This many NSW-based community 
organisations, already under pressure from the continued rise in the cost of living, without access to 
affordable legal help on issues such as employment law, workplace safety, privacy, tax compliance and good 
governance. 

Justice Connect has since secured short-term philanthropic funding, which allowed it to restore its NSW 
resources and reopen its NSW advice service on a temporary basis. However, this funding was only 
committed until June 2026, and without a permanent funding commitment from the NSW Government, these 
essential services are once again at risk of being cut off. 

Restoring this funding on a permanent basis matters because: 

• Community organisations that cannot resolve legal and governance issues quickly and affordably are 
less able to deliver frontline services to vulnerable people across NSW. 

• Short-term or one-off grants create instability that makes it difficult for Justice Connect to retain 
experienced staff, plan ahead, and support the sector consistently. 

• Demand for free legal help continues to grow amid an increasingly litigious society and an ever-
increasing compliance burden. 

NSW stands out nationally as the only jurisdiction to have withdrawn government funding for this service. 
Victoria, where Justice Connect is headquartered, continues to fund and support the organisation as an 
accredited community legal centre, and Justice Connect continues to be relied on by community organisations 
right across the country as the only dedicated legal service of its kind. NSW's withdrawal of funding leaves 
the state's not-for-profit sector comparatively worse supported than its counterparts elsewhere in Australia. 

I ask that you raise this matter with the Attorney-General and the Minister for Communities and Justice, and 
advocate for permanent, indexed funding to be restored for Justice Connect's Not-for-profit Law programme 
in the next NSW Budget. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. I would welcome the opportunity to discuss this further and 
look forward to your response. 

Yours sincerely, 


